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February 2021                                                                                Editor:  Judy Saddler  
                             bassbeagle2@gmail.com 

The Messenger 

 

 

 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THANKS-LIVING IN 
2021 

Our annual stewardship campaign is an opportunity for all 

of us to reflect on God’s generosity, and to prayerfully      

consider our giving of time, talent, and treasure as a faithful 

response to the goodness of God.  Estimate of Giving cards 

may be mailed to the church office or dropped off during 

office hours. Extra cards are available at the church.  Thank 

you in advance for your financial support of FUMC in the 

New Year! 

 

2021 Offering envelopes are ready to go!  
They are located in the Welcome Center, and can be 

picked up Monday through Friday from 9 AM - Noon 

or by special arrangement. If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact the church office. Thank 

you for helping by saving the postage to mail them out.  
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Dear Friends, 
 

As I sit at my dining room table to write this article, I am looking out 
my front windows at the lights on the bushes and trees out 
front.  They have changed from a very Christmas-like theme to more 
of a Valentine’s day one.  White lights are enhanced by a few red 
strings, along with a bright red heart that sits more or less front and 
center. Valentine’s Day garden flags complete the look.  
 

You already know I am a “light freak.” I love lights, indoors and out. I 
realize the electricity costs, so I try to be responsible and only use 
LED products.  I have lights I use in spring, summer, fall and winter. I 
have halloween lights, Christmas lights, Valentine’s lights and 
St.Patrick’s Day lights. Some lights adorn the front of the house and 
yard, while others cover the backyard (they are primarily solar, but 
some are also LED). While I certainly don’t have the most lights, I 
may well be the only one in my neighborhood that uses them year 
round.  Since COVID-19 changed our idea of “normal” last March, 
our neighborhood has decided to leave the lights on as a sign of 
hope. For me, that hope is found in the first chapter of John’s Gospel 
- “the light shines in the darkness and the darkness does not over-
come it.”  
 

There is darkness during the winter season. It is cold, the sun sets 
early (though it is getting better!), and there are more overcast days 
than sunny ones. Certainly the lights we have help to dispel that 
darkness. The human eye is constructed in such a way that it can 
see a candle in pitch darkness from two miles away.  I also happen to 
believe that in the midst of the darkness caused by violence, injus-
tice, personal and systemic racism, rampant disease, and a host of 
other human problems, followers of Jesus are called to shine the light 
of Christ everywhere; to be the light of Christ that dispels the dark-
ness right where we are. 
 

May it be so. 
 

Peace and love, 
 

Pastor Jeff 
 

 

 

Feed the Need 

To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
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Mr. David Roberts 
107 Adelle Drive 
Dover, NH 03820 
 
Mrs. Sandi Suydam 
11 Adrian Circle #214 
Rochester, NH 03867 
 
Mrs. Barbara Taylor 
Mountain View Care Center 
93 Water Village Road 
Ossipee, NH 03864 
 
Mrs. Marian Veno 
108 Maple Street   
Rochester, NH 03867 
 
Mrs. Mary Ann Weiss 
1373 Dadrian Professional Parkway, #239 
Godfrey, Illinois  62035 
 
Mrs. Ann Whitford 
The Delaney, Apt. 4427 
2121 W. Highway 6 
Waco, TX 76710 
 
Mrs. Elaine Wright 
34 Punch Brook Way, Apt. 130 
Rochester, NH 03839 
 
Mrs. Vera Zajas 
Riverside Nursing Home 
276 County Farm Road 
Dover, NH 03820 
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                      UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The United Methodist Women decided it would be nice 

to send cards to homebound and other older members 

of our congregation. Please save the list for future 

use.  If there are others, please let us know and we'll 

gladly add them.  Thanks so much. 

-- 
For more information, contact: 
Marianne Gustafson 

(603) 534-3513 (cell) 
jjjmgus@gmail.com 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Carr 
478 Salmon Falls Road 
Rochester, NH 03868  

Mr. & Mrs. William Casey 
582 Washington Street 
Barrington, NH 03825 
 
Mrs. Sylvia Dowst 
33 Christian Ave 
LAL Room H8 
Concord, NH  03301 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur Hartford 
Mountain View Care Center 
93 Water Village Road 
Ossipee, NH 03864 
 
Mrs. Catherine (Kitty) Jenness 
c/o George Jenness 
333 Blackwater Road 
Rochester, NH 03867 
 
Mrs. Helen Marison 
18 Cherokee Way 
Rochester, NH 03867 
 
Mrs. Mary Newhall 
Riverside Nursing Home 
276 County Farm Rd 
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Feed the Need 
We bring the Word of Jesus Christ to our communities and the world.  

 

NEWS FROM N.O.W. 

Nuture, Outreach and Witness 

 For the Winter months we will not have a regular Mis-
sion of the month. Instead , we are inviting all to join 

in Nurturing Outreach. Let us all reach out to our 
church family in this time of separation from each other. 
For some it is not an easy time & a simple "reach out" by 
phone , text, email or letter can brighten the day! 
 
Finally, we have a Blood Drive on 2/27/21 from 9-2. For 
those wishing to donate, please sign up online at Red-
Cross.org 
 
Happy New Year wishes to all!  Be well & be safe. 
 
Blessings, 
Pat Hewitt, N.O.W. Chairperson  

 
 

 

mailto:jjjmgus@gmail.com
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Prepare for Worship in February 

 

February 7 - Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, Sacrament of Holy             
Communion 

Texts: Isaiah 40:21-31; Mark 1:29-39 

Title: How Can I Keep from Singing 

Theme: Proclaiming the gospel is not optional, according to Paul. That 
seems like a no-brainer, but how many of us intentionally fill our days 
proclaiming the gospel? The gospel message is chock-full of the good 
news of love—not just any love, but the love of the everlasting God. This 
is the one who created the earth and the heavens, who provides suste-
nance, strength, compassion, and healing for all creatures, and who takes 
delight in those who place their hope in the tenacious and tender power of 
divine love. How can we keep quiet in the face of this amazing truth? 
 

February 14 - Transfiguration Sunday 

Texts: II Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

Title: To Tell or Not to Tell 
Theme: Paul reminds us that light shines out of darkness, and that our 
deepest knowledge of God comes from the light shining through our 
hearts. This is the transformative power of God’s presence—not just sur-
rounding us, but abiding within us. But transformation of the world, 
building the kingdom of God, requires coming down from the mountain 
to get our hands dirty with the work of compassion.      
 
February 21 - First Sunday in Lent 
Texts: 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

Title: Wherever the Pathway Leads 

Theme: Whatever life has involved before his baptism, Jesus leaves it 
behind when he emerges from the Jordan’s waters. He begins to speak 
and live out the good news of God’s powerful, reconfiguring presence in 
the world. But, in the arrest of John the Baptist, and in the presence of 
Satan in the wilderness, we see the threat that Jesus will face. Are we 
willing to follow this beloved Son, to let God erupt into our lives, to take 
the dare of a new life from God? 
 

February 28 - Second Sunday in Lent 
Texts: Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 

Title: My Way or the HIGH Way 

Theme:Jesus reprimanded Peter (the rock): “Get behind me, Satan”—for 
Peter was putting human ways above God’s. We have to be humble and 
listen with discerning ears if we are to be found faithful, because some-
times we are called to listen, and sometimes we are called to act. 
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TWO key leadership positions needs to 

be filled! 

First, we have been unable to secure a chairperson for the 

Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committee for over a year. 

Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to serve in this 

role. To receive more information or volunteer, please contact 

Pastor Jeff. Training is provided. 

 

Second, we are looking for someone to take over as chairper-

son of the Altar Guild. This role has been held by Lorie Tweedy 

and Debra Boynton for several years and both are stepping 

down (please be sure to thank them for their wonderful 

work!). The chair may be held by a team or an individual. The 

primary responsibility is to remind the Guild members when it 

is their month to handle altar flowers. Beyond 

that, coordination of holiday flowers, decorations, and other 

seasonal worship visuals also falls under the bailiwick of the 

chair or chairs. The chair is a member of the worship com-

mittee, meeting monthly with that group for liturgical season 

planning - particularly related to visuals. To receive more in-

formation or volunteer, please contact Pastor Jeff. Training is 

provided. 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Dan Moynihan 1 

Joann Schafer 2 

Christopher Molinaro 3 

Daniel Rinehart 3 

Jessica Parker 3 

Diana Craggy 3 

Carl Mallaber 5 

Don Raab 5 

Sam Tweedy 6 

Ben Gelinas 10 

Janie Snyder 11 

Bill Hartford 12 

Ann Blackadar 13 

Matthew Peterson 14 

Ruth Ann Winders 16 

Alejandra Hernandez-Parsell  16 

Alex Wilderman 17 

Cynthia Sparks 20 

Chris Menard 20 

Corin Molinaro 23 

Jill Miltner 23 

Julie Wilderman 28 
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ASH WEDNESDAY   
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are planning the annual Ash Wednesday Service that we share 
with our sisters and brothers from First Church, Congregational 
UCC. This service will be pre-recorded with worship leaders from 
both congregations. Pastor Eliza and Pastor Jeff will be sharing a  
dialogue sermon. While the service is pre-recorded, we will be 
watching and worshiping together at 7:00 PM on February 17th via 
Zoom. Stay tuned for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG FUMC “THANK YOU” to:  

-Those who participated on short notice in our in-person 
and virtual prayer vigil in memory of over 400,000 Ameri-
cans and over 2 million world-wide who have died as a re-
sult of COVID-19. You will find a video slideshow on the 
church Facebook page. We also thank  Patrice Hunt for 
putting the slideshow together!  
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers 
 

 

Prayers And Condolence: 
Family & friends of Carrie Foss, Family & friends of Ellen    
Potvin, Family & friends of Richard Semo, Family & friends of 
Lynn Russell, Family & friends of Shirley Ladd, Family & 
friends of Michael Berube, Family & friends of the Reverend 
Peter Parent, Family & friends of Nicole Murray 
 

Prayers and Concerns: 
For all who have lost loved ones in 2020, Dennis King, Dottie 
Moberly, Marian Veno, Jan Keefe, Rhonda Semo, The staff at 
Frisbie Hospital, Vernon Boisvert, Lynn Renard, family and 
friends of Bob Bourne, Bob Guisti, Tim Hunt, Helen            
Constantine, All who have been diagnosed with COVID-19, All 
affected by the fire on Lafayette Street 
 

Congratulations & Celebrations: 
Annie and Charlie DeVito are happy to announce that their 
daughter, Sophia, and her partner, Ua, are expecting a baby 
in June! 
 

Prayers For The Ministry We Support: 
We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family 
 

 

ONLINE PRAYER 

 
Prayer requests may be sent to Pastor Jeff 
(jjhrev@gmail.com) by 11 AM on Wednesdays for inclu-
sion in the Weekly Prayer List. In order to have a prayer 
request shared during online worship, the request must 
be submitted by Noon on Thursdays. Services are      
recorded on Thursday evenings. 
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ANTI-RACISM DISCUSSION SERIES  
TO BE OFFERED 

 
You may be aware that all United  Methodist Church clergy are 
required to participate in meaningful conversation regarding  
racism and white privilege on a regular basis.  Clergy are also 
strongly “encouraged” to lead congregations they are appointed 
to in similar intentional study and conversation.  The Author, 
Lenny Duncan is an ordained clergyman in the Evangelical    
Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) currently ministering in 
New York.  He writes from his own perspective and experiences 
as a black pastor in his chosen denomination, but what he writes 
about is common to others in other  traditions. 

FUMC will be offering a study/discussion group during Lent.  
As with past studies, we will meet on Zoom on Wednesdays at 
6:30 and Thursdays at noon beginning February 24/25.  The 
book is available at both Amazon and Christian Book Distribu-
tors and is available in print and electronic formats.  Co-leaders 
of the study will be Anni DeVito and Pastor Jeff.  If you have 
any questions, please feel free to reach out to one of them.  
Since we need to send a Zoom link to participants, please let 
pastor know if you want to participate so you will be included 
when the link is sent.  If you are unable to participate, the book 
is still a recommended read.              Pastor Jeff 

FUMC MESSENGER EDITOR POSITION WILL BE 
AVAILABLE BEGINNING JULY 2021. 

Claude and I are moving to Newberry, South Carolina to live 
with my daughter, Michele Fischer and her husband, Neal.  We 
hope to physically move in late September or early October.  
We have much to do to prepare our mobile home to sell so I will 
be relinquishing my position as Editor after the June edition of 
the Messenger.  If anyone is interested or has questions, please 
give me a call at 969-2114.   

                                                Judy Saddler, Editor 

mailto:jjhrev@gmail.com
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WEAR A MASK - SAVE A LIFE!    
 

Mask wearing during the Coronavirus crisis not only protects 
the wearer, it also protects those the wearer comes into contact 
with.  It may help save a life! Simple instructions for making 
them may be found online. Thank you for being good to       
yourself and to others! 

Please practice social distancing and quarantine as much as  
possible.    

 

 

Help FUMC While You Shop  

If you shop Amazon, particularly while remaining socially dis-
tant during the COVID-19 crisis, use this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459 . When you do, a percent-
age of what you spend is donated to our church. In addition, 
AmazonSmile customers can now support First United    
Methodist Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and 
Android mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to 
turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations. 

· Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 
·  
· Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping           

app and tap into 'Settings' 
·  
· Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions 

to complete the process 
 

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping 
app, update your app.  

Thank you for supporting FUMC! 
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CASSEROLE COMMITTEE  

 

 

 

 provides meals for people in our church family during difficult 

times.  Anyone who is in need of meals may call one of the two 

Chairpersons:    Diane Marzoli  332-1766  or  Dottie Bickford-

Longo  664-5552, or contact the office for assistance. Please let 

us know whether you have any dietary restrictions! We always 

bring enough food for the whole family. If you can help, either 

by cooking or buying a meal, we need you! Thanks. 

A BIG FUMC “THANK YOU” to:  Our                

incredible Fellowship Kitchen volunteers who have 

been working non-stop throughout the pandemic to 

feed those in need in our community!  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459
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FUMC Heritage Happenings 
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ONLINE SERVICES WILL CONTINUE TO BE 
OFFERED INDEFINITELY. 

PLEASE NOTE: Printed copies of the worship service bul-
letin will be available for you to pick up in the Welcome Center 
during office hours, or by arranging with staff or lay-leader for 
access. There are also Bibles and Hymnals available for you to 
bring home for your personal devotion and prayer life.  We       
encourage you to stay connected as best as you can and we will 
do our best to continue to evolve our ministry to meet the needs 

of the community we serve.  
 

The PDF bulletin will have some "HYPERLINKS" that you can 
follow that will take you to websites with information on the 
hymn(s) we are singing, or settings of something that the choir 
has in its library.   We can't print or stream those things during 
our "Live-streaming" due to the copyright restrictions, but we 
can POINT the way to them. Feel free to follow the links if you 
want to learn more about the writing of a particular hymn, or 
hear the setting the choir would have been singing.....  -Kevin 
Lindsay,  Director of Music 
 
 


